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LETTER 

TO  THE 

Publifher  of  the  Gazetteer. 


Mr.  Printer, 

*  0 

1WAS  in  hopes  the  Anecdote  and 
Letters  you  were  pleafed  to  infert  in 
your  Paper  of  the  nth  pad,  would 

i 

have  prevented  a  certain  Weft  -  India 
Governor,  lately  returned  to  Europe 
for  the  Recovery  of  his  Elealth,  (per¬ 
haps  by  his  Majejly s  exprejs  Order)  and 
his  Creatures,  from  attempting  a  fecond 
Time  to  puff  themfelves  off* *  at  the  Ex- 

B  pence 
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pence  of  others,  and  to  impofe  upon  the 
Public  by  pretended  Pieces  of  Intelligence  ; 
but  1  am  convinced  of  the  contrary,  by  the 
following  Paragraph,  which  I  find  in  your 
Paper  of  the  2 2d  of  laft  Month.  “  It  is 
reported  from  the  Weft-Indies,  that  the 
French  Inhabitants  of  Grenada,  who  are 
almoft  wholly  Papifts,  and  much  more 
numerous  than  his  Majefty’s  natural-born 
<c  Subjedts,  had  found  means  to  chufe  an 
— y,  with  a  Majority  fo  much  de- 
vo  ed  to  their  Views  and  Pretenficns,  and 
connected  with  them,  that  great  Mifchiefs 
were  dreaded,  had  not  the  Governor  put 
a  Stop  to  their  Animofities  by  a  timely 
Prorogation  of  them  for  two  Months  ; 
that  in  Appearance  all  was  quiet  there; 
<l  but  that  the  French  Inhabitants  had  fe- 
cretly  difpatched  one  of  their  Junto,  an 
Emiflary  by  way  of  France  into  En¬ 
gland,  and  feemed  very  confident  to  ob¬ 
tain  Admiffion  into  legiflative  and  public 
It  Offices,  by  his  Arts  and  Solicitations,” 

1 

You 
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You  mud  know,  Mr.  Printer,  that  I 
have  Tome  Knowledge  of  what  has  pafied 
in  Grenada  fince  the  Arrival  of  Governor 
Melville,  and  particularly  of  the  Proceed¬ 
ings  of  that  Ajjembly ,  the  Majority  whereof 
is  reprefented  to  be  fo  much  devoted  to  the 
French  Papijl  Inhabitants ,  that  the  Governor , 
to  pat  a  Stop  to  AnimoJitiesy  was  obliged  to 
have  reconrfe  to  a  timely  Prorogation ;  there¬ 
fore  muft  beg  leave  to  give  you  another 
Anecdote,  from  whence  1  fhall  leave  you 
and  the  World  to  judge  of  thefe  Weft-In- 
dia  Reports,  and  the  Veracity  of  their  In¬ 
telligence.  You  may  depend  upon  it, 
through  the  whole,  I  fhall  carefully  avoid 
following  their  Example  of  calling  Reflec¬ 
tions,  either  for  Place  of  Birth  or  Religion, 
defpifing  fo  poor  a  Finefle  to  raife  Prejudices 
in  the  Minds  of  the  Vulgar  3  here  content¬ 
ing  myfelf  with  fhewing  the  Abfurdity,  as 
well  as  Malignity,  of  fligmatizing  a  Sett  of 
People  with  the  Name  of  French  Papijls , 
who  have  all  taken  the  Oath  of  Supremacy, 
as  well  as  Allegiance,  and  by  our  Sovereign 
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are  ftyled  <c  his  new  adopted  Roman  Ca- 
<c  tholic  Subjeds.”  And  if  I  fhould  make 
it  appear  that  this  timely  Prorogation  was 
nothing  more  than  an  artful  Expedient  to 
proted  a  poor  dependent  Tool,  who,  in  the 
Capacity  of  returning  Officer,  had  taken  up¬ 
on  him  to  refufe  fetting  down  a  Candidate’s 
Name  upon  the  Poll,  or  taking  any  Votes 
for  him  :  To  prevent  the  Governor’s  Junto 

9 

being  deteded  in  proftituting  the  Liberty  of 
the  Subjed  to  petition  :  To  gain  a  moft  ille¬ 
gal  Opportunity  to  this  fame  Junto  of  pu- 
bliffiing  fcurrilous  and  illiberal  Minutes  and 
Reiolutions  concerning  the  Proceedings  of 
the  AiTembly,  fo  that  the  fame  could  not 
be  regularly  confuted  :  ,  To  fcreen  them- 
felves  from  being  expofed  to  the  World  for 
having  interfered  in  Eledions,  and  taking 
cognizance  of  matters  which  paffed  thereat, 
I  fay,  fhould  I  ffiew  thefe  to  be  the  Gover¬ 
nor’s  real  Motives  for  having  recourfe  to  a 
timely  Prorogation ,  and  that  his  and  his 
Junto's  violent  and  unjudifiable  Meafures 
were  the  true  Caufe  oj  an  EmiJJary  s  fecretly 

%ing 
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Jetting  out  for  England  by  the  way  of  France , 
I  hope  thefe  Gentlemen  will  take  Shame  to 
themfelves,  and  fave  me  the  Trouble,  for 
the  future,  of  demafking  them  to  the  Pu¬ 
blic.  I  come  now  to  the  Anecdote. 

His  Majefty’s  Goodnefs  in  granting  an 
AfTembly  to  the  Ifland  of  Grenada,  was 
fcarce  made  known  to  the  Inhabitants  in 
the  Year  1766,  when  the  Members  of  the 
Council  began  to  go  publicly  about,  folicit- 
ing  Votes  for  particular  Perfons.  An  Ordi¬ 
nance  of  the  Council  was  palled  to  regulate 
Elections,  and  to  afcertain  the  Qualifications 
of  Voters  and  Candidates.  A  curious  Loop¬ 
hole  was  left  therein  for  occafional  VY>tes, 
(no  fix  or  twelve  Months  Poflefiion  of  Free¬ 
hold  being  required)  I  will  not  fay  defign- 
edly,  however  ftrong  it  may  favour  thereof, 

from  Mr.  T - rs  A&ivity  in  qualifying 

mean  Perfons  with  Lands  and  Tenements, 
to  which  he  fince  appears  to  have  had  no 
Title.  Another  Expedient  was  alfo  at¬ 
tempted  ;  after  the  honourable  Junto  had 

folicited 
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folicited  the  Votes  of  the  new  Subje&s,  and 
in  general  were  refufed,  they  prefented  a 
Petition  to  the  Governor  and  Council,  pray¬ 
ing  that  the  French  Papijls  (I  beg  their  Par¬ 
dons,  they  were  then  only  branded  as  Aliens ) 
might  be  deprived  the  Liberty  of  voting  } 
but  this  was  too  glaring,  and  did  not  fuc- 
ceed.  In  fhort,  the  Afiembly  was  eledted, 
but  not  being  compofed  of  fuch  Members 
as  the  Junto  wifhed  for,  was  foon  diffolved. 

At  this  Period  recourfe  was  had  to  feve- 
ral  Artifices  in  order  to  gain  the  Votes  of 
the  new  Subjects.  Some  were  clofeted  at 
the  Government  houfe,  hopes  were  given 
to  others  that  a  proper  Ajjembly  might  pafs 
an  Acl  to  entitle  a  few  of  them  to  fit  in  the 
Houfe.  But  one  Piece  of  Policy  and  Re¬ 
venge  is  not  to  be  omitted  :  Two  poor 
Coopers,  who  refided  at  a  lonefome  Bay, 
now  called  Tyrell’s  Road,  happened  to  have 
a  Negro  Woman  addicted  to  running  away, 
this  VVoman  was  likewife  connected  with 
one  ot  the  Ring-leaders  of  the  Run-away 

Negroes; 


Negroes  ;  her  Matters  chaftifed  her  5  at 
which  her  Companion,  being  cxafperated, 
fpirited  up  his  Comrades,  and  in  a  dark 
Night,  fell  upon  the  Coopers  and  murder¬ 
ed  them.  Shortly  after  five  Slaves  belong¬ 
ing  to  an  elderly  Gentleman  of  that  Neigh¬ 
bourhood,  Father  of  a  Lady  confidered  a- 
mongft  the  new  Subject  as  having  beaucoup 
(T  Efprit,  who  could  never  be  gained  over 
by  Menaces  or  Arguments  to  ufe  her  In¬ 
fluence  in  behalf  of  the  Governor  or  his 
Junto,  were  apprehended  under  Sufpicion 
of  the  Murder,  and  carried  before  fome  of 
the  honom  able  Gentlemen.  Tortures  were 
exercifed  to  force  Accufations  from  them 
againtt  their  Matter  and  his  Son,  and 
the  poor  ignorant  Creatures,  whilft  fuf- 
pended  by  Ropes  tied  to  their  Hands  be¬ 
hind  their  Backs,  gave  fuch  Anfwers,  as 
to  them  feemed  mod  likely  to  put  an 
End  to  their  excruciating  Pains.  Inform¬ 
ations  being  thus  procured,  the  Father  and 
Son  weie  immediately  apprehended  and 
committed.  A  noble  Stroke  this,  to  im- 

prefs 


prefs  Terror  in  the  Minds  of  People  brought 
up  under  a  defpotic  Government,  and  total¬ 
ly  ignorant  of  the  Liberties  of  Britifh  Sub¬ 
jects,  as  well  as  to  wreak  Vengeance  upon 
a  Family  that  would  not  fubmit  to  Power  ! 
The  innocent  People  however  were  acquit¬ 
ted,  in  fpight  of  Party  and  Prejudice,  thanks 
to  an  honeft  Jury.  Three  of  the  Slaves 
languilhed  to  Death  under  their  Loads  of 
Irons,  and  the  Hardships  of  Imprifonment ; 
the  other  two  were  firft  haftily  convicted, 
and  had  Sentence  pronounced  upon  them, 
but  at  length  were  difcharged  without  any 
Kind  of  Punifhment.  Thefe  Artifices  had 
the  defired  EfFedl,  the  Father  and  Son,  af¬ 
frighted  at  fuch  horrid  Proceedings,  fold 
their  Property  and  quitted  the  Ifland. 

A  fecond  AJfembly  was  chofen ,  “  with  a 
“  Majority  fo  much  devoted  to  the  Governors 
“  Views  and  Pretenfions,  and  fo  intimately 
“  connected  with  him”  that  every  thing  was 
expedled  to  go  on  according  to  his  Wifhes ; 
he  was  now  happy  “  through  his  Arts  and 

“  Soli- 
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(C  Solicitations in  having  two  Juntos ,  by 
means  of  whom  the  Ifland  was  immediately 
taxed  with  about  ^  12000,  which  was  very 
properly  laid  out  in  augmenting  his  Excel¬ 
lency’s  Salary;  in  paying  the  Rent  of  his  Go- 
vernment-houfe ;  in  furnifhing  a  very  timely 

fupply  of  £  8  co  to  the  ufeful  Tool  R - ny 

who,  from  being  a  B--kr-pt,  was  now  rail¬ 
ed  to  the  Poff  of  Yreafurer  ;  in  defraying 
the  Expences  of  Parties  of  Pleafure,  under 
the  Denomination  of  ChafTe  Parties  to  take 
up  run-away  Negroes;  in  feeing  Lawyers 
to  inftrudt  Magiftrates  how  to  deprive  a 
Lieutenant  Colonel  of  his  Commiflion,  &c. 
&c.  &c.  Several  very  wife  and  falutary 
Laws  were  alfo  paffed,  particularly  the  Mi¬ 
litia  A£t,  whereby  upwards  of  twenty  Of¬ 
fences  were  declared  capital,  a  Power  was 
given  to  Officers  to  puniffi  any  Crimes  not 
provided  for,  by  Death  or  otherwife,  at  Dif- 
cretion  ;  and  the  adopted  Subjects  were  ren¬ 
dered  incapable  of  any  higher  Rank  than 
that  of  private  Soldiers,  unlefs  they  would 
renounce  their  Religion.  The  famous  Add, 

C  which 


which  (contrary  to  a  Handing  Rule  of  the 
Houfe)  to  oblige  the  Governor,  was  read 
th  ree  Times  in  the  fame  Day,  and  patted, 
whereby  the  notorious  Ringleader  of  the 
run -away  Negroes  (. Augujline )  who  had 
murdered  Mr.  Vaudelle ,  an  adopted  Subjedl, 
had  committed  a  Rape  on  a  white  Woman, 
and  had  threatened  the  Life  of  his  Matter, 
was  made  free.  The  Adt  for  appointing 
an  Agent,  totally  devoted  to  the  Governor 
and  Council.  The  Treafurer’s  Adi ;  and 
leveral  others,  fcarce  any  of  which  have 
met  with  the  Royal  Approbation. 

Add  re  lies  alio  were  obtained  from  the 

two  Junto' s,  praying  his  Excellency,  for  the 

good  of  the  liland,  to  defer  his  Tour  to 

Europe,  however  neceffary  it  might  be  for 

the  Re  covery  of  his  Health.  All  this  Time 

* 

the  adopted  Subjedls  waited  with  Impatience 
for  the  Adi  to  be  patted  by  this  proper'  Aj- 
Jhnbiy ,  w  he  re  by  a  few  of  them  might  be 
admitted  into  the  Houfe  ;  the  Hopes  given 
them  by  his  Excellency,  and  a  Motion  made 


r  j5  i 

by  Mr.  Piggot,  and  feconded  by  Mr.  Robert -  \  / 
fin,  for  leave  to  bring  in  Heads  of  a  Bill,  Y 
declaring  all  his  Majefty’s  new  adopted  M 
Subjects  “  capable  or  enjoying  every  Li-  j 
“  berty  and  Immunity  of  natural-born  Sub-  j  j 
“  jefts”  raifed  their  Expedations  to  a  Cer-  I  ] 
tainty.  At  length,  the  Time  approached 

'  A  A 

when  this  Aflembly,  chofen  for  a  Year, 
became  diffolved  ;  a  Bill  to  regulate  Elec- 
tions,  was  juft  pafied ;  the  adopted  Sub- 
jeds  applyed  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Eland  for  a  Sight  thereof ;  by  him  they 

0  J  J 

were  referred  to  the  Printer,  who  an- 

fwered,  that  it  was  in  the  Prefs,  and 
thould  be  publiftied  fhortly  ;  but  none, 
except  the  Juntos,  knew  what  this  famous 
Bill  contained. 

After  what  has  been  related,  it  is  not 
furprifing  that  Gentlemen  of  the  firft  Pro¬ 
perty  in  the  Illand,  and  of  unblemifhed 
Charaders,  in  the  Opinion  of  every  Body, 
(except  the  Governor  and  his  Junto ,  or 
thofe  whole  Ears  had  been'  poiioned  by 

C  2  them) 
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them)  fhould  endeavour  to  get  into  the 
Afifembly,  in  order  to  put  a  flop  to  fuch 
Profufion  of  public  Money,  and  to  the 
paffing  of  fuch  oppreffive  and  unpopular 
Ads,  or  that  a  few  new  Subjeds  fliould 
feem  defirous  of  being  admitted  into  legifla- 
tive  Of  ices  :  Nay,  for  a  Moment,  I  will 
fuppofe  that  no  Afiurances  were  ever  given* 
to  the  latter  of  fuch  Indulgence,  and  that 
no  Perfecution  was  ever  fet  on  Foot  againft 
Particulars  ;  then  let  me  afk,  whether  a 
People,  who,  when  required  to  furrender  to 
his  Britannick  Majefty’s  Troops,  immediately 
confented  3  who,  by  exprefs  Capitulation, 
referved  the  free  public  Exercife  of  their 
Religion  $  who,  by  Treaty,  had  the  fame 
confirmed  to  them  5  and  who,  to  a  Man, 
have  taken  the  Oaths  of  Allegiance  and 
Supremacy,  can,  confidently  with  the 
Law  of  Nations,  be  deprived  of  the  Li¬ 
berty  of  holding  legiflative  Offices  in  the 
Colonies  ?  Or  is  it  found  Policy  to  raiie 
Diftindions  between  Conquerors  and  con- 

1  •* 

quered, -under  Pretext  of  Religion,  parti¬ 
cularly 
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cularly  in  a  Climate  where  it  is 
known.  Bigotry  does  not  exift. 


well 


But  to  the  Remainder  of  the  Anecdote  : 
Writs  being  iflued,  the  Election  of  four 
Members,  to  reprefent  the  Town  of  St. 
George,  came  on,  when  Mr.  Demouchy, 
a  new  Subjed,  prefented  himfelf,  and  was 
fet  up  as  a  Candidate,  and  feveral  old  as 
well  as  new  Subjects,  crouded  to  vote  for 
him,  but  to  no  purpofe.  Mr.  Robertfon, 
the  returning  Officer,  perceiving  (by  his 
Vifage,  I  fuppofe,  for  there  was  not  any 
other  Proof  thereof)  that  he  was  a  Papijt , 
refufed  to  fet  his  Name  down  upon  the 
Poll,  on  to  receive  any  Votes  for  him. 
This  arbitrary  Proceeding,  of  courfe,  occa- 
fioned  fome  Altercation.  Mr.  Cazaud,  a 
Gentleman  of  confiderable  Property,  but 
in  a  different  Part  of  the  Ifland,  urged 
ffrongly  to  have  his  Friend  admitted  as  a 

Candidate,  but  to  no  purpofe  ;  whereupon, 

♦ 

conformable  to  the  Civil  Law,  to  which 
the  new  Subje&s  had  formerly  been  accus¬ 
tomed 
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tomed,  he  began  to  read  a  Proteft  (figned 
by  feveral  Perfons)  againft  fuch  Refufal, 
or  any  Laws  to  deprive  them  of  their  juft 
Rights,  his  Voice  being  low,  and  the 
Noife  being  great,  Mr.  Demouchy  took 
the  Proteft  in  order  to  read  it,  but  they 
were  both  foon  quieted,  by  being  taken 
iruo  Cuftody,  by  Order  of  the  return¬ 
ing  Officer,  and  a  certain  Juftice  of  Peace 
then  prefentj  about  this  Time,  Mr.  Ro- 
bertfcn  was  appointed  an  afliftant  judge, 
(I  fuppofe  as  a  Recompence  for  his  proper 
Behaviour  at  the  Eledion)  here  the  ille¬ 
gality,  as  well  as  Partiality  of  Mr.  Robert- 
fon  s  Conducft,  began  to  fhine  forth,  no 
Power  was  vefted  in  him  as  returning  Of¬ 
ficer,  to  enquire  into  the  Principles  of 
•Religion  of  any  Man,  by  the  Election  A<ft 
which  then  appeared,  “  Any  Perfon  tak¬ 
ing  the  Oaths  of  Allegiance  and  Supre- 
“  macy,  and  fublcribing  the  Teft  before 
“  the  Governor  and  Council,  if  otherwife 
“  duly  qualified,  had  a  Right  to  fit  in 
Affembly  ;  but  refufing  fo  to  do, 

“  was 

w  — 
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cc  was  liable  to  a  Penalty  of  one  hundred 
“  Pounds/*  Matters  did  not  flop  here ; 
this  was  confidered  as  a  noble  Opening 
to  play  oft  the  old  Piece  of  Policy-intimi¬ 
dation.  The  Proteft  was  gathered  up  and 
forwarded  by  Mr.  Robertfon  to  his  Ex¬ 
cellency,  together  with  a  Letter,  repre- 
fenting  the  new  Subjects  as  having  infult- 
ed  the  Legiflature  of  the  Colony,  and 
having  adted  in  a  feditious  manner.  The 
Governor  immediately  called  a  Council  to 
take  this  terrible  Paper  into  Confidera- 
tion.  Mr.  Cazaud  was  required  by  Letter 
from  their  Deputy  Clerk,  to  appear  before 
their  Honors  on  a  certain  Day  ;  but  he  be-  • 
ing  engaged  to  go  to  an  Election  on  that 
very  Day,  wrote  an  Excufe,  but  promif- 
ed  to  wait  upon  them  two  Days  after.  A 
Warrant  was  iffued  againft  him,  and  on 
the  2d  of  December  he  was  taken  into 
Cuftody  as  he  entered  the  Town  on  the 
Evening,  writh  an  Intent  to  appear  before 
the  Council  next  Morning. 
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With  Difficulty  he  obtained  Permiffioti 
to  remain  that  Night  at  a  Gentleman’s 
Houfe  :  The  Day  after,  he  was  conduc¬ 
ed  before  the  Governor  and  Council, 
where  being  alked  a  Queftion,  and  beino- 
ignorant  both  of  the  Engliffi  Laws  and 
Tongue,  as  well  as  fearful  of  accufing 
himfelf,  he  defired  the  Affiftance  of 
Council,  and  lefufed  to  anfwer  without 
fuch  Indulgence,  which  was  not  grant¬ 
ed  ;  but  the  Queftion  was  put  a  fecond 
Time,  and  he  ftill  perfifted  in  his  Refufal, 
without  the  Affiftance  of  his  Council, 
who  then  defired  Admittance  at  the 
Door. 


This  was  confidered  as  a  heinous  Of¬ 
fence,  the  Fort  was  thought  too  good 
for  him,  for  this  terrible  Contempt  he 
was  committed  to  a  fmall  Prifon,  deprived 
in  that  fcorching  fickly  Country  of  even 
a  Breath  of  Air ;  and  there  detained  four 
Days,  iurrcunded  by  upwards  of  forty 
Offenders  of  different  Sorts  and  Complex¬ 


ions 
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ions  ;  neither  would  they  take  Security 
for  nis  Appearance,  although  feveral  Gen- 
tlemen  offered  to  become  bound  for  him, 
nor  was  he  liberated ,  until  he  made  the 
following  Acknowledgment,  didhted  by 
themfel  ves :  <c  The  Committee  are  of  Ooi- 
<c  nion  that  Mr.  Gazaud  de  Rournillac  do 
exprefs  the  deepeft  Concern  for  having 
incurred  the  Difpleafure  of  his  Majedy’s 
Council,  by  not  complying  with  their 
Summons,  and  by  refufing  to  anfwer 
any  Queftions  put  to  him  by  them.” 


cc 


c  c 


cc 


cc 


cc 


<c  They  are  likewife  of  Opinion,  that 
<c  he  ought  to  exprefs  his  fixed  Refolution 
cc  to  be  always  ready  in  Time  to  come, 
<c  to  fhew  Refpedf,  which  is  due  to  the 
“  Dignity  and  Authority  of  that  Board.” 

cc  And  they  are  further  of  Opinion, 
<c  that  he  ought  to  exprefs  the  Senfe  he 
entertains  of  the  Juftice  and  Modera¬ 
tion  of  the  Council,  from  the  Nature 
of  their  Warrant  for  his  Commitment, 


cc 


cc 


cc 
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as  by  that  Warrant,  he  would  be  im¬ 
mediately  liberated,  on  making  a  proper 
Submiffion,  praying  that  in  Confidera- 
tion  of  this  Submiflion,  we  would  be 
pleafed  to  order  that  he  fiiould  be 
“  releafed  from  his  Confinement/' 


cc  N.  B.  No  pleading  Ignorance  of  Laws ; 
cc  this  to  be  made  public  to  prevent  fuch 
Contempt  from  others.' 


>> 


Then  he  was  ordered  by  the  Council 
to  appear  before  them  on  the  Tuefday  fol¬ 
lowing  ;  but  he  not  being  defirous  of  expe¬ 
riencing  any  more  of  their  Lenity  and  Modera¬ 
tion,  fet  out  for  London,  by  the  Way  of  Mar¬ 
tinique  and  France;  and  fince  his  Arrival, 
has  actually  obtained  Admiflion  for  a 
certain  Number  of  new  Subjects,  both 
into  the  Council  and  Aflembly,  to  the 
great  joy  of  every  impartial  Man  of 
Property  in  the  Bland  of  Grenada. 


This 
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This  Handle  was  not  yet  let  go  •  all 
the  Subfcribeis  of  the  Proteft  were  fum- 
moned  befoie  the  Council  5  where,  after 
being  required  to  prove  their  own  Hand 
Writing,  they  were  obliged  to  give  Secu¬ 
rity  in  twelve  hundred  Pounds  each,  for 
their  Appearance  at  the  next  Court  of 
Quarter  Seffions. 

This  was  not  all ;  a  Petition  to  the  Go¬ 
vernor  and  Council  was  handed  about, 
reprefenting  the  French  Papijls  as  “  en- 
,£  gaged  in  rebelling,  railing  Sedition,  and 
“  withdrawing  themfelves  from  their  Al- 
“  legiance  to  his  Majefty.”  I  beg  his  Ex¬ 
cellency  may  not  be  alarmed,  lead  I 
fhould  trace  this  Petition  back  to  himlelf ; 
no,  I  fhall  flop  when  I  come  to  his  pri¬ 
vate  Secretary ;  but  the  Council  mud  ex¬ 
cuse  me,  if  I  fay,  that  although  it  was  ad- 
drelTed  to  themfelves,  they  did  not  obfcrve 
any  kind  of  Decency,  cr  endeavour,  in 
:he  lead,  to  fave  Appearances  ;  on  the 
:ontrary,  they  were  very  adive  in  getting 

D  2  Sub- 


Subscribers ;  nay,  the  unhappy  Counfellor, 
who  has  fince  fallen  a  Vidtim  to  his  own 
Violence  of  Temper,  produced  it  at  St. 
Patrick's,  on  the  Day  of  Eledion,  whilft 
he  was  fitting  as  Returning  Officer  ;  and 
gladly  would  have  engaged  a  Gentleman 
then  prefent,  and  even  a  Member  of  the 
Council,  to  let  their  Names  to  it.  This 
Petition  had  glorious  Succels  ;  the  Names 
or  Marks  of  three  hundred  and  thirty- 
feven  Managers,  Overfeers,  Diffillers,  Clerks, 
Mafons,  Carpenters,  Taylors,  Coblers,  Sail¬ 
ers,  indented  Servants,  &c.  &c.  were  pro¬ 
cured  ;  hut  little  did  thefe  wife  Gentlemen 
think  that  they  were  now  Tapping  their  own 
Foundation,  and  depriving  themfelves  of 
an  Exoedient  to  carrv  their  Revenge  flill 
further,  which  had  often  been  exercifed 
in  Grenada  with  great  Succefs ;  I  mean 
the  packing  of  a  jury.  Every  prejudiced 
or  dependent  Man  in  the  Iiland,  had  beer 
either  induced  or  intimidated  to  fet  hi: 
Name  or  Mark  to  this  Petition,  founder 
upon  the  Proteft ;  and  having  thus  pre 

judger 


judged  the  Matter,  rendered  themfclves 
incapable  of  being  impanelled  ;  by  and  by 
you  ihall  fee  how  all  this  ended. 

Now  in  the  Name  of  Wonder  let  me 
afk,  what  Bufinefs  had  the  Governor  and 
Council  to  meddle  in  thefe  Matters  ?  The 
Aflembly  being  difTolved,  they  could  not 
fit  in  a  legiflative  Capacity ;  and  even  if 
they  could,  ought  they  to  have  interfered  in 
Matters  of  Election  ?  Does  the  Houfe  of 
Lords  now  lit  and  take  Cognizance  of  what 
has  parted  at  the  Eledfion  of  Members  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  r  As  a  Privy  Coun¬ 
cil  had  they  any  Power  ?  Or  does  the  Privy 
Council  here  attempt  fuch  Things  ?  What 
Authority  had  they  to  drag  this  Gentleman 
before  them,  and  then  to  cart  him  into  a 
Prifon  far  worfe  than  any  Condemned  Hole 
in  Newgate,  becaufe  he  would  not,  through 
fear  of  accufing  himfelf,  without  the  Aflirt- 
ance  of  Council  anfwer  Quertions,  which, 
if  not  drawn  up,  were  probably  perufed 
and  fettled  by  the  Attorney  General  ?  Is 

there 


[  *6  ] 

there  a  Star-Chamber  in  any  Part  of  his 
Britannic  Majefty’s  Dominions  now-a-days  ? 
Certainly  thefe  Folks  were  fo  intoxicated 
with  the  Idea  of  their  Dignity  and  Impor¬ 
tance,  that  they  turned  Fapifts  for  a  Mo¬ 
ment,  and  formed  themfelves  into  an  In- 
quiiition.  Here  let  me  not  be  underftood 
to  comprehend  with  them,  one  Gentleman 
of  -  Calmnefs,  Senfe  and  Impartiality,  who 
ufed  every  Argument  to  bring  them  to  their 
Pveafon,  and  finding  all  his  Efforts  ineffec¬ 
tual,  refigned  his  Place  at  that  Honourable 
Board. 

The  Elections  being  over,  fome  of  the 
Members  met  at  St.  Georges  on  the  15th 
of  December ,  and  being  duly  fworn  before 
his  Excellency  in  Council,  retired  to  chufe 
a  Speaker  $  which  being  done,  the  Affem- 
bly  attended  the  Governor  and  Council,  to 
prefent  the  Gentleman  they  had  made  choice 
of,  and  then  received  the  following  very  la¬ 
conic  Speech  ;  which,  though  fluffed  with 
a  Number  of  pretty  gingiing  Words,  yet 

con- 


conveyed  an  oblique  Infinuation  that  the 
Affembly  wanted  Refpedt  for  their  Sove¬ 
reign,  and  Attachment  to  the  Britifh  Con- 
ftitution. 

cc  Mr.  Speaker,  and  Gentlemen  of  the 
Aflembly, 

IC  I  have  only  to  recommend  to  you, 
cc  Tha|  with  the  moft  dutiful  Refpedt  to 
<c  the  Crown,  ftridt  Attachment  to  our 
<c  happy  Conftituticn  and  fincere  legifla- 
cc  tive  Harmony,  you  proceed  to  do  every 
<c  Thing  depending  on  you,  lor  the  Frof- 
<c  perity  and  Reputation  of  Grenada  and 
cc  the  Grenadines.” 

The  Aflembly,  inftead  of  taking  Fire  at 
thefe  unmerited  Afperfions,  appointed  a 
Committee  to  prepare  an  Addrefs  to  his 
Excellency,  and  then  proceeded  to  confder 
of  Rules  and  Orders.  The  Remainder  of 
this,  and  the  fucceeding  Day,  were  fpent 

t  «  ^ 

upon  this  and  other  Bufinefs,  not  worm  m- 

ferting. 
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fcrting.  On  the  1 7th  the  following  Addrefs 
was  prefented  to  the  Governor. 

“  May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, 

C£  We  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  People 
“  of  the  Illand  of  Grenada  and  the  Gre- 
<c  nadines,  having  duly  confidered  your 
cc  Speech,  beg  leave,  with  the  greateft  Sin- 
<c  cerity  to  declare  that  we  fhould  be  very 
“  unworthy  of  our  happy  Conditution,  did 
<c  we  not  entertain  the  mod  dutiful  Refpedl 
CJ  for  the  bed  of  Sovereigns;  and  your 
€£  Excellency  mud  be  fully  convinced, 
tc  that  this  Colony  has,  on  all  Occafions, 
C£  fhewn  every  Mark  of  Loyalty. 

<c  There  is  nothing  we  more  ardently 
<c  wifh  for,  than  a  happy  Unanimity  in 
cc  Inch  Meafures  as  fhall  bed  promote  the 
€C  Profperity  of  his  Majefty’s  Government, 
cf  and  tne  Quiet,  Peace  and  Welfare  of  both 
ct  his  natural-born  and  adopted  Subjects ; 

and  it  fhall  be  our  fird  Care  to  endea- 


vour 
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“  vour  to  remove  any  Uneafinefs  where¬ 
by  that  general  Harmony,  fo  efientiallv 
necellary  for  the  valuable  Purpofes  of 
(government,  has  been  interrupted.” 

One  of  the  Members  informed  the  Houfe 
on  tne  i  oth,  that  he  had  feen  a  Paper, 
purporting  to  be  a  Petition  to  his  Excellen¬ 
cy  and  the  Council,  from  feme  of  the  old 
Subjects  again  ft  the  new,  tending  to  breed 
much  Dilfention,  and  to  intimidate  the 
latter  from  voting  with  the  Freedom  of 
Britifh  Subjects  at  Eledhons  j  and  therefore 
moved,  and  was  feconded,  that  the  Governor 
might  be  humbly  addrefled  to  fend  down 
fuch  Petition,  and  all  Papers  tranfmitted 
or  delivered  to  him  relative  to  the  late 
Elections.  A  Meffage  was  lent  to  his  Ex¬ 
cellency  to  the  foregoing  Purport,  in  anf- 
wer  to  which  he  fignihed,  that  he  had  di¬ 
rected  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  to  furnifh 
the  AfTembiy  with  a  Copy  of  the  Petition, 
together  with  the  Proteft  of  the  new  Sub- 

E  jedts. 
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iefls,  and  the  Letter  of  the  Returning  Of¬ 
ficer. 

On  the  1 9th  a  Member  from  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Elections,  Privileges,  Grievances 
and  Trade  reported  to  the  Koufe,  that  a 
Petition  had  been  prefented  to  them  by  two 
Freeholders  of  St.  George’s,  complaining 
that  they,  with  feveral  others,  were  refufed 
the  Liberty  of  voting  for  Mr.  Demouchy, 

by  Mr.  Robertfon,  Returning  Officer. - - 

Whereupon  a  Motion  was  made,  that  he 
mi?ht  be  ordered  to  attend  the  Houfe,  and 

<D 

it  was  refolved  accordingly. 

I  • 

About  this  Time  a  Copy  of  the  Petition 

of  the  old  Subjects  to  the  Governor  and 

Council  (differing  widely  from  the  Original 

handed  about)  alio  of  the  Proteft,  and  of 

the  Returning  Officer’s  Letter,  weie  fe:  t 

down  to  the  Affembly,  and  afterwards  laid 

before  the  above-mentioned  Committee, 

who,  upon  Examination  of  feveral  of  tne 

•Subfcribers  to  the  Petition,  difcoveied  tnat 

it 


it  was  not  founded  on  any  real  Caufe  of 

Complaint,  and  that  it  firff  appeared  at  Mr. 

Sympfon  s  Office  (the  Governor’s  private 

Secretary)  and  that  he  had  made  Ufe  of 

every  artful  Method  his  fertile  Genius  could 
• 

invent,  to  engage  cr  intimidate  poor  Crea¬ 
tures  to  lign  the  lame.  (For  Inftance  :  Mr. 
Sympfon  begs  tne  F  avour  of  JVXr .  Bennet 
and  Mr.  Knight  to  fign  this  Petition.  Mr. 
Sympfon’s  Compliments  to  Mr.  Martin 
Meaner  of  Sanies,  begs  tile  Favour  of  his 
otgnature  to  this  Petition.  Mr.  Sympfon 
to  Mauritz  Hartman,  German  Taylor,  if 
he  does  not  fign  this  Petition,  he  (hall  be 

imprifoned,  or  turned  off  the  Bland,  bein'* 
an  Alien.) 


Mr.  Robertfon  appeared  at  the  Bar  of  the 
Houle,  prayed  the  A  Hi  fiance  of  Council, 
which  was  granted,  and  on  the  21  ft  the 
Houle  proceeded  to  examine  WitnelTes  con¬ 
cerning  Mr.  Robertfon ’s  Condudl  at  the  E- 
ledhon,  and  continued  fo  to  do  untill  the 
24th.  During  the  Courfe  at  the  Examina- 
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tion  it  appearing  that  Mr.  Netherccte,  a 
Magi  ft  rate,  had  been  extremely  officious 
and  vehement  in  calling  for  Conflables, 
and  orde  ing  them  to  take  Mr.  Demouchy 
and  Mr.  Cazaud  into  Cuftody,  and  carry 
them  to  G^al ;  he  was  alfo  ordered  to  at¬ 
tend.  At  length,  the  Charges  being  clear¬ 
ly  proved  againft  them,  and  it  appearing 
that  they  had  a  died  in  this  wanton  Manner, 
purely  to  intimidate  the  Voters,  the  Hcufe 
unanimoufly  refolved,  “  That  any  Return- 
<c  ing  Officer  prefuming  to  refufe  any  Per- 
iC  fon  offered  as  a  Candidate,  adled  in  an 
<c  illegal  and  unconftitutional  Manner.” — 
<c  That  any  Returning  Officer  preftimingj 
“  to  refufe  the  Vote  of  any  Perfon  taking 
“  the  Oath  preferibed  by  Law,  alfo  afted 
“  in  an  illegal  and  unconftitutional  Man- 
<c  ner That  Mr.  Robertfon  had  aided 
“  in  the  moft  overbearing,  illegal  and  un¬ 
conftitutional  Manner,  in  refilling  to  take 
a  Poll  for  Mr.  Demouchy,  and  thereby 
“  guilty  of  a  high  Breach  of  the  Privilege 
«  of  the  Houfc.”— Therefore  Mr.  Robert- 
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km  was  ordered  to  be  brought  to  the  Bar, 
there  to  acknowledge  his  Fault,  afk  Pardon 
of  the  Houle  and  be  difcharged.  } 

Mr.  Robert  Ton  being  at  the  Bar,  indead 
of  making  this  Acknowledgement  (requi¬ 
red  only  to  fupport  the  juft  Authority  of 
the  Affcmbly  in  Matters  of  Ele&ion)  at¬ 
tempted  to  juftify  his  Conduct,  and  abio- 
lutelv  refuted  to  make  the  lead  Submiffion. 

J 

Mr.  Nethercote  of  courfe  followed  his  Ex¬ 
ample.  Whereupon  they  were  both  com¬ 
mitted.  The  Houfe  fat  untill  fix  o’Clock 
that  Evening,  hoping  they  would  come  to 
their  Senfes,  and  make  the  neceffary  Con- 
eeffions ;  but  all  was  in  vain,  for  they  were 
fpirited  to  the  contrary  by  the  Governor  and 
his  "Junto.  The  Houfe  then  adjourned  to 
the  13th  of  January  for  the  Chridmas  Ho¬ 
lidays  ;  and  at  eight  o’Clock  the  fame  Even¬ 
ing  the  two  Offenders  were  brought,  by 
Habeas  Corpus,  before  Mr.  Turner  and 
Mr.  Maxwell,  two  Members  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil, 
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cil,  Affiftant  Judges,  &c.  &c.  and  by  them 
enlarged. 


On  the  1 1  tli  the  Honourable  y unto  met, 
and  taking  into  Confideration  (C  the  unhap** 
“  State  to  which  the  Affembly  had  reduced 
toe  Illand,  and  being  defirous  of  fiiflin^ 
“  the  Heats  and  Diftra&ions  which  they 
had  occaiioned,  and  the  Animofities  which 
they  had  railed}  even  to  a  Height  to  en - 
ciangei  the  Peace  and  Happinefs  of  the 
Colony,  advifed  his  Excellency  to  have 

recomfe  to  a  Timely  Prorogation  for  Two 
Months. 

i 


Thus  the  Power  of  the  Affembly  be¬ 
ing  for  a  l  ime  fufpended,  the  C  ouncil 
thought  this  a  charming  Opportunity  to 
Cult  tiie  Odium  of  their  black  Deeds  up¬ 
on  the  iorrner,  and  therefore  fat  on  the 
i  5tn  (die  Affembly  being  then  prorogued) 
iecei\ed  the .  following  Report  from  their 
Committee,  and  came  to  the  following  Re** 


lolutions : 
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“  The  Minutes  of  the  nth  inftant,  be- 
“  ing  read  and  approved,  the  honourable 
“  Robert  Turner,  Efq;  Chairman  of  the 
“  Committee,  appointed  the  4th  inflant,  to 
“  take  into  Contideration  “  The  prefent 
“  unhappy  State  of  this  1 11  a n cl  5  and  to  rc- 
“  port  their  Opinion  of  the  moft  effectual 
Means  of  quieting  the  Heats  and  Dif- 
“  tradHons,  at  prefent  fubfifting  therein," 
ct  acquainted  the  Board,  That  fince  their 
“  previous  Report  of  the  nth  inftant, 
;<  they  had  proceeded  to,  and  finifhed  the 
“  Confideration  of  the  Matters  referred  to 
“  them  j  and  laid  the  following  further 
“  Report  before  the  Board  : 


“  That  it  is  the  Opinion  of  vour  Com- 
“  mittee,  that  his  Majefty’s  natural-born 
“  Subjedls  of  this  Colony,  have  the  great- 
“  eft  Reafon  to  be  alatmed  at  the  late 
“  Attempt,  made  by  a  Number  of  his 
“  Majefty’s  new  adopted  Roman  Catholic 
“  Subjects,  to  intrude  and  force  them- 

•felvcs  into  the  Legiflature,  and  confe- 

“  quently 
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quently  into  Offices  and  Places  of 

“  Truft  in  Oppofnion  to  the  Laws  of 
“  Great-Britain,  and  to  an  exprefs  -Adi  of 
tite  Legiflature  of  this  Colony  ;  which 
“  AttemPf>  we  cannot  but  confider  to  be 
“  not  on]y  undutiful  to  bis  Majefty, 
"  (as  being  in  diredl  Contradiction  to  hfr 

“  R°yal  Commiffion  and  Inftrudtions, 
under  which  Authority  alone,  that  Le- 
“  giflature  is  conffituted)  but  likewife 
evidently  dangerous  to  the  Safety  of 
“  thefe  Iilands : 

%  f  * 

That  it  appears  to  your  Committee  : 
that  the  prefent  Affembly,  chofen  a?- 
mofl  entirely  by  the  faid  new  adopted 
Roman  Cathoiic  Subjects,  feems  to  have 
encouraged  them  in  this  audacious  At¬ 
tempt,  as  appears  by  their  fending  to 
<c  Piifon  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Court 
"  of  Common  Pleas  for  thefe  Illands 
(woo  afled  as  returning  Officer  for  the 
Town  of  St.  George)  for  refufing  to 
<s  confefs  at  the  Bar  of  their  Houfe }  "that 

he 


c  c 
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he  had  been  guilty  of  a  Breach  of  their 
Privilege,  in  refufing,  in  an  illegal  and 
unconftitutional  Manner,  to  admit  as  a 
Candidate,  for  faid  Town,  Jean  Baptitl 
Demouchy  (who  was  known,  by  the  re¬ 
turning  Officer,  to  be  a  profeffed  Roman 
Catholick;)  and  for  refufing  to  acknow¬ 
ledge  and  afk  Pardon  for  his  Fault,”  al¬ 
though  it  appears  to  your  Committee, 
that  the  faid  returning  Officer  adtd  a- 
greeable  to  an  Ad  of  thefe  Iflands, 
and  conformable  to  the  Advice  of  his 
Majefty’s  Attorney-General,  whofe  Opin¬ 
ion  on  the  true  Conftrudion  of  the  faid 
Ad,  he  had  the  Precaution  to  take  > 
and  likewife  by  committing  to  Prifon 
Mr.  Nethercote,  one  of  the  Magiftrates 
of  this  Illand,  for  refufing  to  confefs  at 
the  Bar  of  their  Houfe,  ‘c  That  he  had 
been  guilty  of  a  Breach  of  the  Privilege  of 
their  Houfe,  by  his  illegal  and  diforderly 
Behaviour  at  the  faid  Eledion,  and  to  afk 
Pardon  for  his  Fault/’  although  it  appears 
to  your  Committee,  that  the  faid  Magiftrate 

F  “  aded 


cc  aded  as  became  his  Station,  in  commit* 
“  ting  to  the  Cuftody  of  a  Conftable, 
“  one  Mr.  Cazaud,  who  was  no  Free- 
“  holder  of  the  Town  of  St.  George, 

O  * 

£C  and  who  was  ditturbing  the  Freedom 
t£  of  the  faid  Eledion  ;  which  Proceed- 
££  ings  of  the  Houfe  and  Affembly,  ap- 
i£  pears  to  your  Committee,  to  be  fatal  to 
<£  the  Properties  and  Liberties  of  his  Ma- 
“  jetty's  Subjects,  as  it  is  evident  what 
“  dreadful  Confequences  mutt  arife  from 
<£  any  one  Branch  of  the  Legiflature  of 
£C  thele  Colonies,  arbitrarily  attuming  to 
£C  themlelves,  the  Power  of  committing 
“  to  Prifon,  Judges  and  Magiftrates, 
£C  though  ading,  to  the  beft  of  their 
“  Judgment,  agreeable  to  the  Laws  of 
t£  Great  Britain,  and  the  Ads  of  the  Le- 
C£  gillature  of  this  Colony  \  or  from  either 
C£  Branch  of  the  Legiflature,  creating,  by 
<£  Votes  or  Declarations,  Privileges  to 
<£  themfelves,  not  warranted  by  the  Con- 
££  ttitutions  or  Laws  of  thele  Iflands. 


a 
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c:  Your  Committee  cannot  likewife  but 
reprefent  the  very  extraord.nary  Proceed¬ 
ings  ot  the  Ploufe  of  Alfembly,  with 
relpedt  to  a  very  dutiful  Addrefs,  figned 
by  far  the  greateft  Part  of  his  Majefty’s 
natural-born  Subje&s  of  this  Ifland,  and 
prelented  to  his  Excellency  and  the  Board, 
at  a  Time  that  no  Affembly  exifted,  fet- 
ting  forth  their  juft  Alarm  at  the  late 
Attempt  of  the  new  adopted  Roman 
Catholick  Subjects,  to  intrude  and  force 
themfclves  into  the  Legiflature,  &c.  and 
likewife  letting  forth  their  bold  Preemp¬ 
tion  in  delivering  a  Paper,  called  a  Pro- 
teft,  wherein  they  denv  the  Authority 
of  Laws  made  with  the  Confcnt  of 
their*  own  Reprelentatives,  and  the 
Power  of  Legiflature,  eflablifhcd  by  the 
Kings  Ccmmiffion  and  Inflrudicns,  to 
make  Adis  to  bind  them,  and  praying 
his  Excellency  and  the  Board,  to  take 
fuch  Meafures  to  defeat  the  laid  Attempt, 
as  to  his  Excellency  and  the  Board 
Ihould  feem  meet. 


H*  *  - 


cc 


Your  Committee  cannot  but  confider 


the  Right  of  petitioning  the  Crown,  or 
the  Crown’s  Reprefentative,  or  any 
Biarich  of  the  Legiflature,  as  the  in¬ 
herent  or  indubitable  Privilege  of  every 
Britilh  Subject. 

<c  Yet  the  AfTembly,  from  the  Nature 
of  a  Meffage.  fent  to  his  Excellency, 
requiring  a  Copy  of  the  faid  Addrefs, 
and  from  the  Proceedings  of  their  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Grievances  thereupon,  feemed 
to  have  viewed  this  Tranfadion  in  a 
criminal  Light. 

<c  For  it  appears  to  your  Committee, 

that  the  Committee  of  Grievances  of 
the  faid  AfTembly,  did  fummon  before 
them  a  Number  of  the  faid  Petitioners, 
where  they  were  examined  in  a  Man¬ 
ner  that  induced  them  to  believe,  that 
they  had  incurred  the  Difapprobation, 
and  were  become  Objeds  of  the  Dif- 
pleafure  of  the  faid  Houfe  of  AfTembly, 


“  to 

* 
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to  the  great  Uneafinefs  and  Dilquiet 
of  the  laid  Petitioners. 

I 

€<  Which  Proceedings  are  manifedly  fub- 
verlive  of  the  nectflary  inherent  and 
legal  Rights  of  every  Britifh  Subject, 
as  eftablifhed  by  the  Bill  of  Rights. 

“  Refolved  unanimoufly,  That  the  Paid 
Report  be  approved.  The  Board  having 
duly  confidered  the  Mai  ter  of  the  laid 
Report,  came  to  the  following  Refo- 
lutions ; 

“  Refolved  unanimonily,  That  the  late 
Attempt  of  his  Majefty’s  New  adopted 
Roman  Catholick  Subjects  of  this  Illand, 
to  intrude  thcmfelves  into  the  Legifla- 
ture,  is  a  maniled  Violation  of  the  Laws 
of  Great  Britain,  and  of  the  Con dilution 
and  Laws  of  this  Colony. 

tc  Pvefolved  unanimoufly,  That  neither 
Branch  of  the  Legiflature  have  Power, 


[  42  ] 

by  Vote  or  Refolution,  to  create  to  them- 
“  felves  Privileges  not  warranted  by  the 
“  Conftitution  and  Laws  of  thefe  Blands. 


“  Refolved  unanimoufly,  That  either 
Branch  of  the  Legiflature  committing  to 
Prifon  any  of  his  Majefty’s  Subjeds,  up¬ 
on  Privileges  cieated  to  themfelves  by 
Vote  or  Refolution,  not  warranted  by  the 
Conftitution  and  known  Laws  of  thefe 
Iflands,  is  fubjeding  his  Majefty’s  Sub- 
jeds,  and  the  Freedom  of  their  Perfons, 
to  mod  arbitrary  Determinations,  highly 
deftrudive  of  their  Liberties. 


“  Refolved  unanimoufly,  That  it  is  the 
ct  inherent  Right  of  every  Britifh  Subjed, 
“  humbly  to  addrefs  his  Majefty,  his  Ma- 
“  jefty’s  Reprefentative,  or  either  Branch  of 
“  the  Legiflature,  for  the  Redrefs  of  Grie- 
“  vances,  or  the  Prevention  of  any  Evils 
“  they  may  be  apprehenfive  of. 


U 
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“  Refolved  unanimoufly,  That  it  is  the 
tc  Opinion  of  the  Board,  that  from  the 
“  unhappy  State  of  this  llland,  on  Account 
<£  of  the  violent  Animofities  fubfiftinsr  be- 
“  tween  the  old  and  new  Subjects,  occa- 
“  honed  by  the  undutiful  and  unconhitu- 
“  tional  Condud  of  the  latter ;  and  by  the 
“  late  very  extraordinary  Proceedings  of  the 
“  Ahembly,  there  is  no  Profped  that  any 
“  public  legiflative  Bulinels  will  be  carried 
“  on  for  the  Good  of  thefe  Iflands  untili 
“  his  Majefiy’s  Pleafure  fhall  be  known  on 
“  thofe  Matters,  and  we  do  therefore  re- 
<(  commend  to  his  Excellency,  forthwitli 
“  to  tranfmit  to  his  Majefty  a  Copy  of  the 
iC  Report  of  the  Committee,  and  of  thefe 
“  Resolutions. 

* 

“  Refolved  unanimoufly,  That  the  Printer 
cc  be  defired  to  print  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
lc  mittee,  and  the  Minutes  of  the  Council, 
<c  as  far  as  relates  to  this  Matter,  forthwith; 
<c  and  the  Members  of  the  Council  will  take 
“  Care  to  defray  the  Expence  thereof/' 


The 


The  Time  now  drew  nigh  when  the  ter¬ 
rible  Affair  of  the  Proteft  was  to  be  tried. 
Lawyers  in  all  the  Iflands  had  been  con- 

J 

fulted,  to  find  fome  Crime  in  it  •  but  to  no 
Purpofe.  A  Jury,  I  have  already  (hewn, 
could  not  be  packed  ;  what  Expedient 
then  was  to  be  fallen  upon  ?  Oh  !  it  is 
clear,  the  old  one,  a  Refolution  of  the 
Council  <e  that  the  ConduSl  of  the  French 
<{  Papijis ”  (in  not  voting  as  the  Governor 
and  his  junto  would  have  them)  was  ex¬ 
tremely  criminal  in  the  Eye  of  the  Law  5 
but  the/e  People  were  betrayed  into  this  un¬ 
warrantable  Proceeding ,  by  Ignorance  of 
our  Laws  and  Conjiitution ,  or  by  the 
artful  Injinuations  of  fome  turbulent  and 
evil  minded  Perfons  •  therefore  an  Appli¬ 
cation  was  to  be  made  to  his  Excel¬ 
lency ,  to  order  the  Proceedings  to  be  Jlop- 
tl  pcd ,  in  Hopes  that  this  Mark  of  Lenity 
<{  might  induce  them ’  to  be  more  docile 
for  the  future.  The  Prorogation  being 
at  an  End  on  the  1  2th  of  March,  the 
Afiembly  met  5  but  feveral  of  the  Mem¬ 
bers 


bers  being  abfent,  nothing  material  was  en¬ 
tered  on  untill  the  i  8th,  when  the  Minutes 
and  Refolutions  of  the  Council  of  the  nth 
and  15th  of  January,  and  7th  of  February 
were  taken  into  Confideration  ;  and  the  Af- 
fembly  came  to,  and  agreed  upon  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Refolutions  and  Addrefs  to  his  Ma~ 
jefty* 


“  iff,  Refoived,  That  it  is  a  falfe  and 
*c  fcandalous  Afperfion,  and  a  high  Breach 
u  of  the  Privilege  of  this  Houfe  to  aflert, 
ct  That  the  Proceedings  of  the  AiTembly 
<c  againft  Walter  Robertfon  and  John  Ne- 
“  thcrcote,  Efqs,  tended  only  to  inflame 
<c  and  increafe  the  Pleats  and  Diftradions 
<c  which  have  arifen  in  this  Illand  ;  thefe 
<c  Pleats  and  Diftradions  having  arifen  fole- 
“  ly  from  the  Council  arrogating  to  them- 
lt  felves  Privileges  which  are  unconftitu- 
<£  tional,  and  inconfiftent  with  their  Office 
“  as  Counfellors,  by  perpetually  interfering 
<c  in  Eledions,  fummoning  before  them 
<€  Voters,  there  denying  them  Council,  or 

G  even 
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even  permitting  them  to  fpeak  in  their 
Defence,  committing  one  Gentleman  of 
confiderable  Property  to  the  Common 
Goal  for  refuting  to  anfvver  them  Quef- 
tions  concerning  his  Behaviour  at  an 
Eledlion,  binding  over  feveral  Voters  to 
the  Grand  Seflions,  for  Matters  happen¬ 
ing  at  an  Election,  and  for  which  they 
never  attempted  to  profecute  them,  it 
being  notorious  that  the  fmalleft  Breach 
of  the  Peace  had  not  been  committed. 

“  2d<  Refolved,  That  it  is  a  malicious 
Afperfion,  and  a  high  Breach  of  the  Pri¬ 
vilege  of  this  Iloufe  to  affert,  That  the 
Members  of  the  prefent  Affembly  have 
been  chofen  almofl:  entirely  by  his  Ma- 
jefly  s  New  Roman  Catholick  Subjedts, 
and  that  it  is  notorious  that  the  Eledtions 
were  unanimous  for  the  whole  Mem¬ 
bers  ferving  in  this  prefent  Affembly, 
except  for  the  Town  and  Parifli  of 
St.  Georges,  where  there  were  only 
two  diffenting  Votes,  for  the  Parifli  of 

“  St. 


<c 


<c 
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“  St.  Andrew,  and  for  the  Ifland  of  Ca- 
riouacou,  where  the  Members  chofen 
met  with  very  little  Oppofition  ;  and 
confequently  that  there  hardly  ever  was 
a  General  Election  in  Great  Britain,  or 
in  any  Colony,  more  unanimous. 

"  3d-  Refolved,  That  it  is  equally  falfe, 
and  a  high  Breach  of  the  Privilege  of 

‘  this  Houre  to  aflert,  That  this  Houfe 
has  encouraged  his  Majefty’s  new  Io¬ 
nian  C  atholick  Subjeds  to  intrude  and 
force  themfelves  into  the  Legiflature, 

‘  and  confequently  in  Places  of  Trull  and 
‘  Profit’  hy  committing  to  Goal  John  Ne- 
‘  thercote  and  Walter  Robertfon,  Efqrs ; 

'  wtien  u  IS  wel1  known,  and  the  Coun- 
‘  cil  themfelves  mud  be  confcious,  that 
‘  the7  were  committed  for  a  Contempt,  in 
refuting  to  fubmit  to  themildeft  Sentence 
that  could  poffibly  be  paffed  upon  fuch 
Offenders,  to  acknowledge  their  Fault, 
and  beg  Pardon  of  the  Ifoufe  j  which 
mild  Sentence  was  palled  upon  them, 

G  2  “  pure- 
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purely  to  maintain  the  Authority  of  this 
“  Houfe  in  Matters  of  Election,  and  to 
«<  prevent  returning  Officers,  who  are  ge~ 

“  nerally  Members  of  the  Council,  affum- 
“  ing  to  themfelves  the  Power  of  judging 
“  the  Religion  and  Qualifications  of  Can- 
“  didates,  the  Law  having  already  fixed  a 
1  ‘  Penalty  uoon  Roman  Catholicks,  or  fuch 
“  as  are  net  qualified,  for  offering  them- 
C£  felves  Candidates,  and  this  Houle  having 
the  foie  Right  to  judge  in  thefe  Matters. 

“  4th.  Refolved,  That  it  is  a  grols  Af- 
(c  perfion  and  highly  indecent  for  thofe 
tc  Gentlemen  who  1  at  in  Council  the  15^ 

<c  of  January,  to  accuie  this  Houfe  of  ha- 
ci  ving  created,  by  Votes  and  Declarations* 
t{  Privileges  not  warranted  by  the  Uiage  of 
e<  Parliament,  or  the  Laws  of  this  Colony, 
<c  and  fubverfive  of  the  Liberty  of  the  Sub- 
“  jeft,  this  Houfe  having  afferted  no  Pri- 
“  vilege  but  that  of  being  the  foie  Judges 
cc  in  every  1  hing  relative  to  Elections, 

<c  which 
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£C  which  Privilege  is  confirmed  to  them  by 
a  Law  cf  this  Colony#  • 

i 

cc  5th.  Refolved,  That  it  is  a  high  Breach 
*c  of  the  Privilege  of  this  Houle,  for  the 
<c  Council  to  pretend  to  judge  in  what 
<<  Light  the  Affembly  viewed  a  Memorial 
“  prefented  to  his  Excellency,  and  that  the 
m  Council  have  no  Right  to  take  Cogni- 
£C  zance  of  any  Tranfadlion  ot  this  Houfe, 
u  untill  it  (hall  come  properly  before  them; 

“  and  further,  that  they  have  mifreprefent- 
IC  ed  the  Proceedings  of  the  Committee  of 
<<  Grievances,  upon  the  Memorial  in  quef- 
tion,  in  the  groffeft  Manner. 

• 

«  6th.  Rcfolved,  That  fome  of  the  Gen- 
fc  tlemen  who  fat  in  Council  the  ivth  of 
“  January,  have  proftituted  the  Right  of 
“  the  Subject  to  petition,  by  promoting 
«  Subfcriptions  to  a  Memorial  add  re  (Ted  to 
“  themfelves,  vifibly  intended  to  raife  Jea- 
«  loufies  and  Fears  entirely  groundlefs,  to 

“  create  Diftindions  between  the  Old  and 

“  New 
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“  New  Subjeds,  and  to  drive  the  latter  out 
“  of  the  Colony  ;  at  the  fame  Time  com- 
“  PlimentinS  themfelves,  by  catling  the 
“  moft  ilhberal  Refiedions  upon  the  Re- 
“  prefentatives  of  the  People. 

“  7*.  Refolved,  That  it  is  illegal  and 
“  unconftitutional  for  thofe  Gentlemen  to 
“  affume  to  themfelves  a  Power  of  meet- 
‘‘  ing,  as  a  Part  of  the  Legiilature,  when 
the  Afiembly  flood  prorogued,  and  by 
“  Votes  and  Declarations  endeavouring  to 
“  fix  a  Brand  uPon  the  only  folid  Founda- 
“  tion  of  Britidl  Liberty,  a  free  Affemblv  ; 

“  and  when  that  AfTembly  had  no  Oppor- 
“  tunity  to  juflify  themfelves  to  their  So¬ 
vereign,  or  Conflituents,  by  anfwerino? 

“  iuch  outrageous  Abufe.” 

The  Addrefs  to  his  Majetly  from  the  Af- 
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May  it  pleafe  your  Majeffy, 

We  your  Majedy’s  mod  dutiful,  loyal 
and  faithful  Subjects,  the  Reprefentativcs 
of  the  People  of  your  Iflands,  Grena¬ 
da  and  the  Grenadines,  beg  Leave,  with 
the  greateft  Humility,  to  approach  your 
facred  Perfon,  to  lay  before  your  Ma¬ 
jesty*  the  Didrefs  this  Colony  has,  for 
a  confiderable  Time  pad,  laboured  un¬ 
der,  from  the  Violence  and  Intrigues  of 
your  Majedy’s  Council. 

<c  The  Concern  for  the  Welfare  and 
Profperity  of  all  your  Majedy’s  Subjects, 
however  remote,  which  your  Majedy 
has  demondrated  on  fo  many  important 
Occafions,  infpires  us  with  the  highed 
Confidence  of  your  Majedy’s  Protection  : 
We  have  always  confidered,  that  the  dif¬ 
ferent  Branches  of  the  Legiflature  ought 
to  be  free  and  independent  of  each 
other  ;  and  therefore  could  not  help  ob- 
ferving,  with  Concern,  the  drong  In- 
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terpofitions  of  the  other  two  Branches 
in  Eledions  of  Members  to  ferve  in  the 
General  Aflfembly,  and  the  Partiality  of 
Returning  Officers,  who  are  always 
named  by  the  Commander  in  Chief. 

tc  The  Aflembly,  under  the  Neceffity 
of  (hewing  their  Difapprobation  of  fuch 
Meafures,  and  particularly  of  returning 
Officers  afiuming  to  themfelves  the 
Right  of  taking  or  refufing  Votes  at 
their  Pleafure,  upon  a  Complaint  made 
to  them,  fummoned  before  them,  a  re¬ 
turning  Officer;  and  after  Examination 
cf  Witneffes  three  Days,  when  it  was 
fully  proved,  that  he  refufed  their  Votes 
for  a  Candidate,  and  could  only  give 
for  Reafon,  That  he  believed  him  to  be 
a  Roman  Catholick.  The  Aflembiy, 
ftudious  of  giving  an  Example  of  Mo¬ 
deration,  Amply  condemning  him  and 
a  Juflice  of  Peace,  who,  at  the  fame 
Eledion,  had  ordered  a  Candidate  and 
his  Agent  into  Cuftody,  to  acknowledge 

“  their 
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their  Fault  and  beg  Pardon  of  the 
Houfe  :  This  Submiffion,  they  in  the 
moft  obfhnate  Manner,  refufed  to  make;- 
upon  which  they  were  ordered  into  the 
common  Goal.  The  Evening  follow¬ 
ing,  and  when  the  Houfe  of  Affembly 
did  not  ftand  prorogued,  they  were 
taken  out  by  Patrick  Maxwell  and  Ro¬ 
bert  Turner,  Efqrs;  Members  of  the 
Council  and  Afliftant  Judges,  and  be¬ 
fore  the  Affembly  could  again  meet, 
they  were  prorogued.  Notwithftand- 
ing  this  Prorogation,  the  Council  con¬ 
tinued  to  fit  5  and  confiderin£  them- 
fel  ves  Hill  in  their  legislative  Capacity, 
published  their  Minutes  of  the  iithand 
15th  of  January,  wherein  they  paffed 
the  moll  virulent  and  abufive  Refolutions 
concerning  the  Affembly,  reded  on  the 
groffeft  Mifreprefentations  of  Fads. 

1 

“  The  Affembly,  though  deeply  affed- 
ed  with  the  Indecency  of  fuch  Pro¬ 
ceedings  on  the  Part  of  the  Council, 

G  “  beg 
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Ck  beg  Leave  only  to  obferve,  that  the 
cc  Grand  Jury,  duly  fummoned  and  con^* 
cc  filling  entirely  of  natural  born  Subjects, 
<c  and  the  principal  Inhabitants  of  the 
<c  Colony,  thought  it  their  indifpenfable 
<c  Duty,  unanimoully  to  addrefs  your  Ma- 
cc  jelly's  Governor  to  call  the  Affembly, 
<c  which  then  flood  prorogued. 

i 

“  Moft  Gracious  Sovereign, 

cc  We  are  extremely  mortified,  to  find 
“  it  incumbent  on  us,  at  prefent,  to  ac- 
“  quaint  your  Majefly  of  the  Difficulties 
cc  this  Colony  has  already  experienced,  and  is 
cc  flill  like  to  feel,  from  the  Obllrudion  of 
<c  publick  Bufinefs,  owing  folely  to  the 
<c  Wantonefs  and  caballing  Spirit  jof  thofe 
“  in  Power,  their  conflant  Attempts  to 
“  villify  and  overbear  the  Reprefentatives 
“  of  your  Majefly 's  Subjects  of  this  Co- 
cc  lcny. 

"  We 


cc  We  forbear  enumerating  the  many 
<c  Inftances  of  Artifice  and  Intrigue  prac- 
“  tiled  here  with  Authority,  and  tending 
only  to  the  Gratification  of  Individuals; 
cc  convinced  that  your  Royal  Juftice,  which 
“  has  ever  been  extended  to  the  meaneft 
<c  of  your  Subjects,  will  a  fibre  to  this 
<c  Colony,  a  Continuation  of  your  Ma- 
<c  jefty’s  paternal  Regard/' 

On  the  19th  the  Signers  of  the  Protefl: 
were  ordered  to  attend  the  Houfe  on  Friday 
the  ’25th  Inftant.  The  Refolutions  and  Or¬ 
ders  relating  to  Mr.  Robertfon  and  Mr.  Ne- 
thercote  were  at  the  fame  Time  read,  and 
a  Meflenger  was  ordered  to  take  them  into 
Cuftody,  and  to  bring  them  to  the  Bar. 
Mr.  Robertfon  only  being  found  was  con¬ 
ducted  thither,  but  there  repeatedly  refufed 
to  make  the  required  Acknowledgement, 
and  therefore  was  again  committed  ;  but 
did  not  long  remain  in  Prifon,  the  Gover¬ 
nor  having  for  once  vouchsafed  to  venture 
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from  behind  the  Curtain^  and  fet  him  at 
Liberty. 


On  the  25th  the  Signers  of  the  Froteft 
attended  the  Houfe  according  to  the  Order 
of  the  19th,  and  feveral  being  examined* 
it  clearly  appeared,  that  from  the  Affur- 
ances  of  his  Excellency,  the  Motion  made 
by  Mr.  Piggot  and  feconded  by  Mr.  Ro- 
bertlon,  as  well  as  feveral  Letters  wrote  to 
them  from  London,  they  had  the  ftrongefl: 
Reafon  to  imagine  a  few  of  them  might  be 
admitted  into  the  Affembly  ;  alfo  that  they 
had  not  the  leaft  Intention  of  infulting  the 
Legiflature,  or  of  denying  that  Ads  of  the 
Ifland  were  binding  upon  them,  as  was  ve¬ 
ry  evident  from  their  never  attempting  to 
Tet  up  another  new  Subjed  as  a  Candidate, 
after  they  had  feen  the  Eledion  Ad  ;  and 
th  at  their  foie  Motive  for  protefting,  was  to 
preferve  their  Rights,  and,  according  to  the 
Laws  which  they  had  been  brought  up  under, 
this  Formality  was  neceflary  on  fuch  Occa- 
fions,  therefore  they  were  difeharged*  The 

Af- 


Afiembly  was  fhortly  after  adjourned,  and 
bent  in  that  State  untill  after  the  Departure 
of  Governor  Melville,  when  the  following 
Addrels  was  preiented  to  his  Sqccelfbr,  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Governor  Fitzinaurice  : 

<c  We  his  Msjeffy’s  mod  dutiful,  loyal 
iC  and  faithful  Subjects,  the  Reprefentatives 
“  of  his  Iflands,  Grenada  and  the  Grena- 
“  dines  in  General  AlTembly,  beg  leave  to 
<c  thank  your  Honour  for  your  Speech,  and 
<c  to  offer  our  hearty  Congratulations  on 
<c  your  Succefiion  to  the  Adminiffration  of 
“  this  Government.  We  are  fo  much  the 
*£  more  joyful  upon  this  interefting  Occa- 
“  fion,  that  from  your  Character,  and  the 
<c  Marks  you  give  of  an  upright  ConduQ, 
c<  wTe  expedt  you  will  fulfill,  towards  thefe 
cc  Colonies,  the  good  Intentions  of  our  mod: 
<c  gracious  Sovereign,  for  the  Profperity  and 
cc  Happinefs  of  all  his  People;  and  that 
we  {hall  be  relieved  from  the  Confufion 

ct  Anxiety  and  Diftrefles,  into  which  we 
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“  have  been  long  and  unmeritedly  plung- 
“  ed,  by  the  Oppreffion  and  Artifices  of 
“  a  defigning  Man,  whofe  Station  ought 
“  to  have  inlliiled  into  him  nobler  Princi- 
“  pies.  We  requeft  your  Honour  will  be 
“  allured  that  it  is,  and  always  has  been, 
"  our  moil  fincere  Inclination,  as  well  as 
“  it  is  our  Duty,  to  make  every  Effort 
“  that  can  contribute  to  the  perfedt  Se- 
“  curity,  •  Tranquility  and  Welfare  of 
“  thefe  Colonies;  as  it  always  has  been 
“  our  Study  to  avoid  every  Motive  which 
“  had  not  for  its  Objedt,  the  publick 
11  Good,  it  fhall  be  conftantly  our  chief 
“  Care,  to  remove  every  Obftacle  in  the 
“  Way  of  what  we  moll  ardently  wilh 
“  to  promote.” 

Thus  my  prefent  Anecdote  is  finilhedj 
but  I  have  others  of  as  deep  a  Dye, 
which  if  the  ‘‘junto  force  me,  I  will  give 
unto  the  Publick.  In  the  mean  Time, 
if  you  or  any  of  your  Readers  fhall  enter¬ 
tain 


tain  a  Doubt  concerning  what  I  h&vfe 
related,  there  are  feveral  Members  of  the 
Affembly,  now  in  this  City,  who  can 
vouch  the  Whole. 

I  am 

Your  mod  humble  Servant, 


Nov.  14,  1 768. 

A  Grenada  Planter, 
now  refiding  in  London. 
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